2-(2'-Hydroxyphenyl)-4-aryl-1,5-benzodiazepines as CNS active agents.
1-Aryl-3(2'-hydroxyphenyl)-propane-1,3-diones (III) have been prepared by the Baker-Venkataraman transformation of the corresponding 2-substituted benzoyl-oxyacetophenones (II). The aforesaid propane-1,3-diones (III) were condensed with o-phenylene diamine to give eight benzodiazepines (IV) which have been found to be very good MAO inhibitors (in vitro), and anticonvulsant and hypnotic (in vivo) agents. Some chemical leads on pharmacological activities have been observed.